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Social/Technical Issues with Ethics in Al

Generative Al like GPT models can arguably pass the Turing Test
- =» they can fool us into thinking they are human

Dangers and limitations of Al
> Misinformation, privacy, employment, distributive justice, political propaganda, war, etc.
° In education — ease of cheating using ChatGPT

> Machine learning is only as good as the input data. ChatGPT is trained on the entire
internet. GIGO

> Machine learning makes mistakes, even if the data is good

Intelligence is not the same as wisdom



Issues with Ethics in Al

Can Al ever pass the Winograd Schema Test?
> Common sense? Wisdom? Getting the facts right?

o See Hector Levesque: Common Sense, the Turing Test, and the Quest for Real Al

° Pronoun resolution: The trophy couldn’t fit in the briefcase because it was too big.
° Is “it” the briefcase or the trophy?

- =» Knowledge is important. Machine learning (pattern recognition) can’t do it all. GOFAI

Can expert knowledge plus machine learning facilitate Al wisdom? AW?


https://mitpress.mit.edu/9780262535205/common-sense-the-turing-test-and-the-quest-for-real-ai/

https://storyanalyzer.org/

About Story Analyzer (SA)
Story Analyzer depends on two principal technologies STORY ANAI-YZER’

Natural Language Processing — Stanford’s CoreNLP

Data Visualization — d3 (Data Driven Documents) and Google visualizations and maps

Using NLP, SA performs information extraction. Given a body of text, SA extracts the following:
People, organizations, and groups
Places and Times
Interactions between entities

Linguistic relationships between concepts


https://storyanalyzer.org/

Stanford’s CoreNLP

An open-source set of services that can do several things:
> Sentence splitting — breaking a text document into individual sentences

> Tokenizing a sentence (breaking it into individual “words”)

o ldentifying parts of speech (POS) within a sentence (nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs,
etc.)

> Named entity recognition: Recognizing names of people, places, organizations
o Constituency parsing
> Dependency parsing

> Co-reference resolution — finding all expressions that refer to the same entity in a text.
(e.g., finding connections between nouns and their associated pronouns)

o Temporal tagging — recognizing and normalizing temporal expressions



d3 Visualization types for SA
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Google Visualization types for SA

People #Mentions ~
Donald J. Trump 415 o — 5“#:“?1‘:'“. k o= Gumary e A
Rudolph Giuliani 97 f
Walt Nauta 89
John Eastman 61
Carlos De Oliveira 50
Kenneth Cheseboro 43
Harrison William a0
Praescott Floyd
Robert David Cheely 40
David James Shafer 36
Trevian C. Kutti 34
Alston Latham 32
Joseph Biden K|
Sydney Powell K|
Jeffray Clark 31

Cathleen Alston M




Early Story Analyzer Dashboards

> SA project began in 2017
o First robust dashboards: demenstate the masim:

Welcome to S TO r.y A nG lyze r. an application that blends NLP with data visualization to

Latest from Story Analyzer

© IVI u e I I e r Re po rt About Story Analyzer
Documents of the Trump Presidency - 2016-2020

© H O ro W I t Z R e p O rt Using Story Analyzer for the Trump 2016-2020 dashboards

open

> House Impeachment Report (2013)

House Impeachment Report Dashboards s

> Senate Intelligence Report

First Impeachment Testimony (and Responses) Dashboards =8

> Various news and Wikipedia stories

Wikipedia Dashboards t

open

About the Author, and Acknowledgements

Screenshot from https://storyanalyzer.org/



https://storyanalyzer.org/

Example: House Impeachment Report

Story Analyzer - House Impeachment Report - Exec Summary Section 1 (pp. 12-27)

see https://intelligence.house.gov/uploadedfiles/the_trump-ukraine_impeachment_inquiry_report.pdf

Narmrative and ighed Information

Narrative

ENECUTIVE SUMMARY

The impeachment inquiry into Denald J. Trump, the A5Ih Prasident of the United States, uncovered a months-long efort by
Fresident Trump Lo use the powers of his office Lo solicit foreign interference on his behall in the 2020 election. As described in
this executive summary and the report that follows, President Trump 's scheme subvested U.S, foreign policy toward Ukraine and

sk

sur national security in faver of twe

ically mtivated inv ions that weuld help his presider

ial reslection

camgaign. The President demanded that the newly ele

cted Ukrainian presid ey Zelensky, publicly

e
investigations into & political rival that he apparently feared the most, former Vice President Joe Biden, and into @ dicredited

thesey that it was Ukraine, not Russia, that interfered in the 3016 presidential election. To compel the Ukrainian Presige

todo

his political bidding, President Trump conditioned twa official acts on the publi

nnouncement of the investigations: & coveted

White House visit and critical US.

iary assistance Ukraine needed to fight its Russian adversary.

During a July 25, 2018, call between President Trump and President Zelensky, Prasident Zelensky expressed gratitude for U.S,
wilitary assistance. President Trump immediately responded by asking President Zelensky to” 00 us  lawor though™ and
openly pressed for to mvesligate former Vice President Giden and the 7015 ennspiracy (heory. Tn Lusn, President
Zelensky assured President Trump that be would pursue the investigation and reiteraled his interest in the Wiile House
meeting. Although President Trump 's scheme intentionally bypassed many career gersonnel, it was undertaken with the
knowledge and approval of senior Administration officials, induding the President 's Acting Chiel of Staff Mick Mulvaney, Secretary

of State Mike Pormpes, and Secretary of Energy Rick Perry. In facl, at a press conference weeks after public revelations about the M

People Groups
Person Impact ~ Group
Denald J. Trump-7-2 208 NSCT-21-25
Ambassader Sendland-2- 158 Congress-21-57
30 Office of the Fresident-20-
Prasidant Zelansky-14-5 124 1
Prasidant Trump-23-2 108 Surisms-33-32
Rudy Giuliani-20-44 70 CNN-17-230
Ambassadar Kurt Volker- . OMB-16-107
1180 Cangressional Intelligence
Ambassadar Taylor-7-100 % v Committess-24-257

Highlighted Information

Interactions between President Zelensky-14-6 and Donald 1. Trump-7-2 -

Sentence# 7) President Trump immediately responded by asking President Zelensky to" do us a favor though™ and openly pressed for to
investigate former Vice President Biden and the 2016 conspiracy theory.

Sentence# 8) In turn, President Zelensky assured President Trump that he would pursue the investigation and reiterated his interest in the White
House meeting.

Sentence# 42)

President Trump then asked President Zelensky" to look into" former Vice President Biden 's role in encouraging

to remove a prosecutor
widely viewed by the and numerous European partners to be corrupt.

Sentence# 87) Days later, President Trump rescinded the plans for Vice President Pence to attend President Zelensky 's inauguration, which had
nnt vat hean csrhadiilad

People, Groups, Interactions, and Narrative Web (
Interactions Narrative Web
- [ ] .
Impact - e o
L]
13 * o \ .
12
1
7
7
7
8




SA and Social Science Research

STORY ANALYZER

Action #mentions
speak 18,831
decide 16,853
take note of 11,407
emphasize 4,869
refer back to 4612
validate 3,640
deliberate 3.429
request 1,053
axpress hope or fear 453

learn more about

EUROPEAN COMMISSION MEETINGS Story Analyzer

2007 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000 1999

2008

Bl el B N ol ) s e N e T e o ) i 2 o o i e ol

Member
| L L u
HEE EN EN L]
: Commission - Juncker
. Commission -Barrosol
L u L L H E N u
H EEE EEN [ || HEE E N EEEEN ENEEE EN EN III.
HE EN EEN H E EE EEN EN EEN HEE EN H EEE .
B | I.II H H Em H § BN EEN H EN EEN EEE B B
L. L u u_EE N = u__EE L _
oalh R omRERoRmommo mEmmmomoe ‘Valdis Dombrovsiis - von der Leyen

Mtg:1630 Wed, 10/15/2003

Michel Barnier == Sentence nbr: 595
Mr BARNIER reported on the second ministerial meeting of theintergovernmental conference held on the fringe of the
Council (GeneralAffairs and External Relations) on Monday 13 October.

Romano Prodi == Sentence nbr: 606

The PRESIDENT took stock of the agenda of the European Council to beheld on Thursday 16 and Friday 17 October in
Brussels.

Chris Patten => Sentence nbr: 622

Mr PATTEN referred to the results of the "external relations" meeting of theCouncil.

Franz Fischler == Sentence nbr: 636

Mr FISCHLER reported that, after long and difficult negotiations. the Council{Fisheries) had reached political agreement
on a proposal for a Presidencycompromise, supported by the Commuission, introducing a new system forlmiting the fishing
effort in the Western waters, in particular in the 50-mileprotected zone along the Irish coast (the "Irish Box™).

This dashboard supports the work of
Dr. John Scherpereel, professor of
political science at JMU.

Dr. Scherpereel is analyzing the
minutes of 975 European Commission
meetings going back to 1999 (almost 7
million words).

The dashboard depicts nine action
categories and shows each sentence
for that action either via the calendar
or the list of EC member names.

https://storyanalyzer.org/ecmeetings/



https://storyanalyzer.org/ecmeetings/

January 6 and Trump Indictments

learn more about Story Analyzer's read Read Trump's 2020

smm AII“IER’ TY'L'LVH.'P'S 2020 ELEGtLOV\.- |Wd£0tm€%t§: a DﬂSl’IbDﬂ ol Story Analyzer web application Election Indictments J a n 6 re po rt J— 840 pa ges’ 3 60 K WO rd S

People #Mentions ‘
@ copyright © Michel Wit https://storyanalyzer.org/jan6/Jan6Report.html

Walt Nauta 80
John East 81
john Eastman e
Carlos Da Oliveira 50
Kenneth Chesetoro 48 *5E
Harrison William

40
Prescott Floyd @ Imvestipation
Robert David 0 all i
Cheely @ Committes . .

Individual 25
Dokt | - [rump indictments — Jan 6, Mar-a-
Nauta )
Trevian C. Kutti 34 \
& Bowg .
. ' o Lago, Georgia
Joseph Biden Edl )
Sydney Fowell 31 e
- .

Jeffray Clark Kl - } Nsadows

Organizations #Mentions ~

https://storyanalyzer.org/trumpindictments/

State 158 .
Mar-a-Lago Club & #e Interactions between John Eastman and Donald J. Trump
White House 45
- . Georgia Indictment of Donald Trump Fragment 357: On or about the $th day of December 2020, DONALD JOHN TRUMP znd JOHN
P . GHARLES EASTMAN placed a telephone call to Republican National Committee Chairwoman Ronna McDaniel to request her
Cenars= tance gathering certain indivi to mest and cast electoral votes for DONALD JOHN TRUMP on December 14, 2020, 1n
:aemg_la Eurezy of 24 certain states despite the fact that DONALD JOHN TRUMP' 10zt the November 3. 2020, presidential election in those states
nvestigation
Georgia Senate B Jan 6 mdictment Fragment 279: In advance of the filing, Go-GONSPIralor 2—who was advisng the Delendant on the lawsut—
SullivanStrickler o acknowledged in an email that he and the Defendant had, since signing a previous verification, "been made aware that some
LLC of the allegations (and evidence proffered by the experts) has been inaccurate” and that signing a new affirmation "with that
Dominion Veting e knowledge (and incorporation by reference) would not be accurate.”
Systems .
Jzn 6 indictment Fragment 280: The Defendant znd Go-Gonspiralor 2 cavzed the Defendant s signed verification to be filed

Cofies County = =

17 nonetheless.
Board of Elections
Senate 17 =

Jzn 6 indictment Fragment 643: Also on January 4, when Go-Gonspirater 2 acknowledged to the Defendant's Senior Advisor
that no court would support his proposal, the Sendor Advisor told Go-GonSpirator 2, "[Y]ou're going to cavse riots in the
streets.”

Jzn 6 indictment Fragment 643 After that conversation, the Senior Advizor notified the Defendant that Go-Gonspiralor 2 had
conceded that his plan was "not going to work."



https://storyanalyzer.org/trumpindictments/
https://storyanalyzer.org/jan6/Jan6Report.html

SA’s Application to Student Ethics Project

https://storyanalyzer.org/sawebsite/facebook%20ethics%20discussion%20spring%202020.html

Facebook data privacy scandal: Ethics Discussion

A dashboard extracted from an ethics discussion in a senior level Business Intelligence class in the Computer Information Systems program at James Madison University

’ H H H see https://www.techrepublic.com/article/facebook-data-privacy-scandal-a-cheat-sheet/
JMU'’s Ethical Reasoning in

Narrative and Highlighed Information v
ACtI 0 n ( E R IA) Narrative Highlighted Information
. . T —————" - Sentence# 15) Zuckerberg rarely took full blame for any of the privacy incidents that happened during the ’
8 key q u estlo ns: fa I rneSS’ scandal and it shows that his goal was only to make money, not improving privacy.
t H b I 't' Sentence# 20)
outcomes, responsibliities,
. As the ethical handbook says, with every right comes a responsibility.
character, liberty, empathy,
Sentence# 21) Every Facebook user has the right to privacy and with that, Facebook has the responsibility to

1 1 ide this.

authority, rights provide this
Sentence# 22) However, as it can be seen throughout the timeline, to what extent do users have a right of
. is it suspicious but it seems 2 bt unfair lor Zuckerberg Lo have the ability t delete his pr]vacy on the internet?
. messages from menths ago while all pther users are permitted Lo delste messages within 10
St u d e nt p rOJ e Ct ° eva I u ate :::,l::l,':;"::,:",'Ly_:k: :,d',m:vw::,:I:,z::::;:::“vr::;;!w'::d::t} Sentence# 24) It seems throughout all the instances there is a back and forth between the Rights of the user
H e ot et 8 P ot - and the responsibility of Facebook to provide the safeauards and blatant notifications of nrivacy breach. v
Facebook & Cambridge
I . d | . g People, Groups, Interactions, and Ethics Word Cloud (

An a ytl Ca Sca n a u SI ng 8 KQ' People Groups Interactions Eight Key Questions
Online discussion. et 8

Facetook-1-4 222

people-22-42 70 users-16-8 %

Dashboard Of resu |tS- 1.2 B4 Cambridge Anzlytica-11-6 14
: 1

G5R-13-126

8
CA-18-85 5

Zuckerberg-1-13 24 Mu-32-35 5

FTC-28 5

user-10-80 4 Microsoft-17-80 4

N



https://storyanalyzer.org/sawebsite/facebook%20ethics%20discussion%20spring%202020.html

SA and Stanford Encyclopedia of
Philosophy (SEP

Extract of entire SEP corpus

Total 24 million words, 1800
articles

Currently four dashboards:

. Truth — 24 articles

. Justice — 31 articles

Political Theory — 52 articles

. Ethics — 94 articles (1.5
million words)

t
burst

STORY AI]I.YZEI’ ETHICS AND MORALITY

from Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy

human

learn more about Story Analyzer's Stanford CoreMNLP's  read Ethics and Morality in SEP
5+OT'Y Aﬂﬂlyzer' web application Dependencies Manual
4 understand ‘athical supervenience acton  full moral h T
moral i smewne aumialmers 0Ly ‘auionomy Ik
true  reason aticataeon pepe s "0 society  value philosophical ged
h.lloso hy , uth ethic nawallaw g 3tdE o problem Jjudgment “"“‘“’“; il
fr PUEOSOPYY human Sdence  psychology  person human b ol D
(I iy o e know el i
moral belier [T Then statements for the keyword human il
iy Chinese Ethics: 532 If human beings are capable of genuine compassion and concern for others, as the chapter on nites
i i suggests, then the ritnal principles and moral precepts invented by the sage kings have some motivational leverage for
calrzson DI e bt of a Jove of virte and rites. ki

brmmon zood

> ‘...“.L'!"»’J“ Nietzsche should also say, “A man as he ought to be: that sounds to us as insipid as “a tree as he ought to be™ (WP 332).

i Aguinas’ Moral, Political, and Legal Fhilosophy: 92 If, on the other hand, the postulate that a certain operatio 1s the
proper (or even a proper) function of human beings is asserted to be itself evaluative and/or normative rather than_ or as
well as, factual/descriptive, then some account is needed of the postulate’s source or justification (or self-evidence)
Nistzsche 5 Moral and Folitical Philesophy: 264 If, as Nietzsche, says, we face “a brazen wall of fate; we are in prison,
we can only dream ourselves free, not make ourselves free” (HAH II:33); if “the single human being is a piece of fatum
from the front and from the rear, one law more, one necessity more for all that is yet to come and to be” (TI V:6); if (as
he says more hyperbolically in Nachlass material) “the voluntary is absohte]y lacking. . .everything has been directed

. e . along certain lines from the beginning™ (WP 458); if (again hyperbolically) “one will become ouly that which one is (in

_ spite of all: that means education, instruction, milieu, chance, and accident)” (WP 334); then it is hardly surprising that

! Plato 5 Ethics and Pelitics in The Republic: 202 If wisdom is a fondamental constituent of virtue and virtue is a

fundamental constituent of what is good for 2 human being, then wisdom tums out to be a fundamental constituent of

. what 15 good for a human bemng.

L] Reids Ethics: 109 Every human action is subsumable under a law, which specifies that for any agent S, set of motives

= "M, and action A at t, necessarily, if 8 performs A_ then there is some member of M that is §'s strongest motive, which
causes 5 to perform A att.
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Using SEP Dashboards

0 e s Tty mlmen  SENFT O et e )
o skt 16¢h010Y dagire | political w:))rk e “;c:tld i mltlﬁppmassr ‘moral reason .
eflucal suparvamence  ogper pand moral status  philosophy b arin Iuck  panaon eth.lC e T L cdze
mosl iy merl Bt pleasure © - parson Focience identity moral philosophy  poyiical philosophy i i
mimafde joeooodon argument metme | Virtue rule 1 T T IC Ing d
 moral agent : freewill Practical goo society e e i " moral obligatio
| relativism pal'tlcular patural Ly Autonomy - IPUIICIP € character .l motivation =
publichealth Loy knowledge rational . " puplic  oeristme | mfoomation e
I psychology human human being ynderstand morahty theory il t N eywor
o oam DSychological  7e5Pensible moral principle  evidence  attitude duty judgment  puimpucl suds
memlite  uititarian Philosophical moral euth moral judgment ethics moral theory .
utilitarian cultural oblem thick concept
tackiem " important chaved SFCOTNANE om0 believe BT IR e ISplays a
empirical belief mnle/ obligation ; normative  intuition moral responsibility
e practical reason LR ik ‘moral realism
‘personal identity  ethical theary . | fman comman good b
meral essring J sunpurst

— I#-Then statements for the keyword good

. . .
e Deontological Ethics: 191 If deontological norms are so broad in content as to cover all these foreseeings, omittings, and V I S u a I I Za t I O n .
2 & 7 allowings. then good consequences (such as a net saving of innocent lives) are ineligible to justify them.
IEIEWY Deontological Ethics: 225 On the patient-centered version, if an act is otherwise morally justifiable by virtue of its
e palance of good and bad consequences, and the good consequences are achieved without the necessity of using anyone’s
¢, body. labor. or talents without that person’s consent as the means by which they are achieved. then it is morally
| immaterial (to the permissibility of the act but not to the culpability of the actor) whether someone undertakes that act .
with the intention to achieve its bad consequences. 1 Th I S S h OWS
Richard Nish: T, i P : P .
T Intuftionism in Ethics: 239 If the bad outcome is 2 means to the good end. then it is intended (as a means), and is not .
e o220 merely foreseen. i . . .
WIE  Poul Gu . -
: i Moral Arguments for the Existence of God: 391 If a person believes that the natural world is simply a non-moral I I n g u I St I C
FERFEE Gk machine with no moral purposiveness then that person would have no reason to believe that moral action could succeed
Jokem Bafteyee because there is no a priori reason to think moral action will achieve the highest good and little empirical reason to \

g ; relations (via

Holly 8.
Xun

good

e aur Geschicht

= Paul ] Moral Character: 661 On the other hand, if Aristotle and others (such as Marx, Mill, T. H. Green, and Rawls) are correct
Dov Co that character is shaped by the institutions of political, economic, and family life, then becoming good will require

ﬁalelﬁ access to the appropriate institutions. ' Co re N L P ’S

Regrcune  Moral Epistemology: 435 For example. if the property of being morally good is the same as the property of being i
“aner <, Pleasurable, then from the empirically ascertainable fact that an activity is pleasurable one can deduce that the activity is ]

o | dependency
As you hover over keywords in the parsing) of

top word cloud, all sentences of “if- terms rooted at
then” structure with that keyword the keywor.
are shown.




Using SEP Dashboards

learn more about

nm’ ETHICS AND MO‘RRLITY Story Analyzer
from Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy

—

social perwori Clinical 72

Some CoreNLP dependency relationships:

* amod — adjectival modifier

* prep (of, in, from, for, etc.) — prepositions
* nn-compound noun

A * nsubj—nominal subject
ORI * dobj—direct object

od mood, and that in fact I am not accomplishing any of my goals; if confronted with another persen in a

- &

simil . I might not make the same judgment.
2 F * Lots of others
0
“"’ Thick Ethical Concepis: 244) Indeed, the luative of the is often thought to provide a s
éf - particularly good explanation of why (D2) is plausible (Roberts 2011: 506).
" good-amod-

a
h
Moral Psychology: Empirical Approaches: 488) So if there is little ground for expecting convergence in the case at hand, M
there is probably little ground in a good many others. -

s If you hover over an item in the middle ring, you’ll see
' an explanation of the dependency type and some

The sunburst center is the selected word. The sample sentences involving that type.

middle ring shows dependency relationship types,
and the outer ring shows word connected to the
keyword via these relationships.



Using SEP Dashboards

2  psycholog NTANY AMBIVTICEN W TR EATEY A KT RV A T s - a
by : Dbli: Empirical Approaches to Moral Character: Senfences 579 - 586 see in browser
f L L & For the VIA, unlike the other three approaches examined in this entry, was not arrived at empirically. As Peterson noted in a later article, “Our
& e classification of character strengths under core virtues is a conceptual scheme and not an empirical claim”™ (Peterson and Park 2009: 31). We saw already
of &“& numan bemg that it is a theoretical classification derived from the writings of philosophers, religious thinkers, and famous exemplars of good character, as well
‘ - e o] as more popular level expressions of character in greeting cards and games (Peterson and Seligman 2004: 9-10). Furthermore, Peterson and

- t; Seligman are explicit that they aligned their approach with virtue ethics (2004: 10). Unfortunately, subsequent empirical tests of the VIA have raised

Chinese Ethics: 638) This not only sets up guardrails to keep political leaders from going badly off track, but also _ problems. MacDonald and colleagues (2008) found that four factors. rather than the six in the VIA, best fit the questionnaire data. McGrath (2014) found

provides c‘“flzens the opportunity to participation in public life that is needed to advance their own ethical insight and i 3t support for five factors. Noftle and his colleagues (2011) used confirmatory factor analysis to test existing six factor, five factor, four factor, and one

further realize good character. factor models, and could not find support for any of them (2011: 212).

good-amod-character | gy g
Qf “a uman being

Empirical Approaches to Moral Character: 582) We saw already that it is a theoretical classification derived from the | ‘. - 2 athine  maral ¢

1 Chinese Ethics: 688) This not only sets up guardrails to keep political leaders from going badly off track. but also -2
provides citizens the oppertunity to participation in public life that is needed to advance their own ethical insight and ¥
further realize good character. H
good-amod-character

writings of philosophers, religious thinkers, and famous exemplars of good character, as well as more popular level
expressions of character in greeting cards and games (Peterson and Seligman 2004: 9-10).

good-amod-character .

1 Feminist Ethics: 144) ngstions about the shor@comiﬂgs oftraditi_onal.ethical me_0[i33= ab{?m “"_li‘:h '»'irl.:ues constitute Empirical Approaches to Meral Character: 582) We saw already that it is a theoretical classification derived from the -
morally good character in contexts of oppression, and about which kinds of ethical theories will ameliorate gendered writings of philosophers, religious thinkers, and famous exemplars of good character, as well as more popular level 4
oppressions and evils generate critical scholarship in every decade. expressions of character in greeting cards and games (Peterson and Seligman 2004: 9-10).
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Feminist Ethics: 144) Questions about the shortcomings of traditional ethical theories, about which virtues constitute
morally good character in contexts of oppression, and about which kinds of ethical theories will ameliorate gendered
oppressions and evils generate critical scholarship in every decade.
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Adam Smith’s Moral and Political Philosophy: 362) Even if concern for social approval is not the ideal motivation for
moral action, therefore, it is at least some sign of good character, and a step along the way to the motivations of the fully

virtuous person. good-amod-character
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Adam Smith'’s Moral and Political Philosephy: 362) Even if concern for social approval is not the ideal motivation for

moral action, therefore, it is at least some sign of good character, and a step along the way to the motivations of the fully — »
virtuous person.
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Clicking a segment in the outer ring (character in For a sentence number of an article, if you hover over the
this case) will show all sentences with the specified blue italicized text, you’ll see expanded text showing
dependency relationship between the keyword and surrounding sentences. Click the blue text to freeze the
the outer-ring word. expansion in place.
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OTANY AMBIVTFR W U TINATC A KTIN RAAT AT W = = Entry Contents 4.2 Philosophical Relevance of Positive Psychology and the
Empirical Approaches fo Moral Character: Sentences 579 - 584 see in browser VIA
For the VIA, unlike the other three approaches examined in this entry, was n ived at empirically. As Peterson noted in a later article, “Our Bibliography
classification of character strengths under core virtues is a conceptual scheme and'hat an empirical claim™ (Peterson and Park 2009: 31). We saw already
that it is a theoretical classification derived from the writings of philosophers, religious thinkers, and famous exemplars of good character, as well Academic Tools
as more popular level expressions of character in greeting cards and games (Peterson aird Seligman 2004: 9-10). Furthermore, Peterson and
t: Seligman are explicit that they aligned their approach with virtue ethics (2004: 10). Unfortunatelissubsequent empirical tests of the VIA have raised Friends PDF Preview
_ problems. MacDonald and colleagues (2008) found that four factors, rather than the six in the VIA, bedt{it the questionnaire data. McGrath (2014) found
3L support for five factors. Noftle and his colleagues (2011) used confirmatory factor analysis to test existing Sisfactor, five factor, four factor, and one Author and Citation Info e
factor models, and could not find support for any of them (2011: 212).

Philosophers might initially have some questions about the VIA classification. Where. for instance,
is the virtue of patience? Or self-respect? Why does humor fall under the virtue of transcendence
@ (for more questions like these, see Kristjansson 2013: 151-152)2

These are good questions. but not serious problems. For as we saw Peterson and Seligman were the
first to admit that their classification could need revision. If anything, these questions might help to

6! I . Back to Top . make the VIA aven better

‘.g uman being A larger revision will be demanded by many Aristotelians, namely that the list of virtues include
‘. S 1o athins  moral ¢ practical wisdom (Kristjdnsson 2013: chapter 7). On traditional Aristotelian approaches. practical
Chinese Ethics: 688) This not only sets up guardrails to keep political leaders from going badly off track™but also 1 wisdom 13 necessary for the possession of any virtue. Leaving it off the list would be a serious

provides citizens the opportunity to participation in public life that is needed to advance their own ethical inst
further realize good character.
good-amod-character

omission, but again there 1s nothing about Peterson and Seligman’s framework that would prectude
it from being added (for more on practical wisdom. see Russell 2009; Miller forthcoming)

In fact, on the face of 1t philosophers should be quite amenable to this framework. and be interested
in meorporating it into their thinking about character. For unlike the Big Five, the VIA 1s focused
specifically on character traits, rather than personality traits in general (Peterson and Park 2009: 26—
27). And while there might be a few omussions, 1t 1s remarkably comprehensive. Plus, unlike most
advocates of the Big Five, Peterson, Seligman, and their colleagues seem to be more comfortable
deseribing character traits on metaphysical grounds as dispositions with causal powers.

Empirical Approaches to Moral Character: 582) We saw already that it is a theoretical classification derived from the -
writings of philosophers, religious thinkers, and famous exemplars of good character, as well as more popular level
expressions of character in greeting cards and games (Peterson and Seligman 2004: 9-10).
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Feminist Ethics: 144) Questions about the shortcomings of traditional ethical theories, about which virtues constitute
morally good character in contexts of oppression, and about which kinds of ethical theories will ameliorate gendered
oppressions and evils generate critical scholarship in every decade.
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But cavtion 15 needed here (for a number of concerns, see Miller 2019b). For the VIA, unlike the
other three approaches exarmined m this entry, was nor arrived at empirically. As Peterson noted mn a
later article, “Our classification of character strengths under core virtues 1s a conceptual scheme and
Adam Smith’s Moral and Political Philosophy: 362) Even if concern for social approval is not the ideal motivation for i not an empirical claim” (Peterson and Park 2009: 31). We saw already that it is a theoretical

moral action, therefore, it is at least some sign of good character, and a step along the way to the motivations of the fully E classification derived from the writings of philosophers, religious thinkers, and famous exemplars
virtuous person i of good character, as well as more popular level expressions of character in greeting cards and
good-amod-character ] games (Peterson and Seligman 2004: 9-10). Furthermore, Peterson and Seligman are explicit that

they aligned their approach with virtue ethics (2004: 10).
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Unfortunately, subsequent empirical tests of the VIA have raised problems. MacDonald and
colleagues (2008) found that four factors, rather than the six in the VIA, best fit the questionnaire
data. MeGrath (2014) found support for five factors. Noftle and his colleagues (2011) used
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Finally, clicking the “see in browser” link of the expansion text should take you to the specific SEP
article and the specific sentence. This doesn’t work with all browsers.
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Limitations, differences, possibilities,
approaches

Machine learning’s Accuracy limitations
° POS —95%+
> NER, Dependency parsing — 80%+

o Coreference resolution — 60%+
o ChatGPT - lots of demonstrable errors
o> Even OCR has errors

My software has bugs. It’s a work in progress.

Purpose of ChatGPT vs. SA & CoreNLP — generative (writing, creating) vs analytical
(reading, understanding)

Inductive reasoning vs. knowledge-based deduction (ML vs “expert systems”)

Reprise — Common sense? Wisdom? Getting it right? GIGO?



Future Goals for SA

Can SA help to evaluate the truth of falseness of a story? Can SA become a
“fact-checker”?

Philosophical theories of truth:
o Correspondence theory
o A statement is true if it corresponds with the facts

o I(Diolrnpar)e stories to research findings (e.g., Our World in Data), and Google FactCheck (from
olitico

o Coherence theory
o A statement is true if it coheres with other well-accepted truths
o Compare stories against each other

° Pragmatic theory
o A statement is true if it “works”, if it produces beneficial results
o Prescriptive analytics — decision theory, utility measures, etc.
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